
Civil Rights Essay Project 
 
The Civil Rights movement not only embodies the struggle that minority communities have 
faced throughout American history, but also the determination of individuals to work together to 
defend their rights and liberties. It would not have been possible without the contributions of 
numerous actors with numerous backgrounds and perspectives. 
 

In order to understand some of these backgrounds and perspectives, you will research one major 
contributor to the Civil Rights movement (NOT Martin Luther King Jr.) in detail. Possible 
people to research include: 
 

• James Baldwin 
• Linda Brown 
• Thurgood Marshall 
• Rosa Parks 
• James Meredith 
• Ernest Withers 

• Alice Walker 
• Malcolm X 
• Stokely Carmichael 
• Floyd McKissick 
• Shirley Chisholm 
• Cesar Chavez 

• Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell 

• Dennis Banks 
• Betty Friedan 
• Gloria Steinem

Guided by your research, you will construct a 4-6 page essay that describes the history of the 
Civil Rights movement and the ways in which your individual contributed to it. The final draft 
will be typed in Times New Roman 12 pt. font, and will be double spaced. Citations should be 
in MLA Format. 
 
 

Your paper will be organized into three sections, in which you: 
 

• Define Civil Rights and give a brief history of the struggle for Civil Rights for African-
Americans (1 page) 

• Identify one leader or contributor to the Civil Rights movement and provide information 
on the following: 

o Contributions your chosen individual made to the Civil Rights movement 
o Who, if any, your chosen individual worked with in pursuit of his/her goals 
o What impact this individual made on the Civil Rights movement as a whole 

(2-3 pages) 
• Explain how this individual is largely viewed today. What do contemporary biographers 

or historians say about this individual? Is this individual controversial? Why or why not? 
(1-2 pages) 

• Compile a Works Cited page that contains at least one book and two articles (1 page) 
 
 

Important Due Dates: 
 

• Tuesday, March 21 – Pick a famous Civil Rights contributor to research (and explain 
why you chose him/her) …………………………………………………………10 pts 

• Wednesday, March 22 – Bibliography due………………………………………20 pts 
• Friday, March 24 – Notes compiled on a Google Doc…………………………..,20 pts 
• Tuesday, March 28 – Outline due………………………………………………...20 pts 
• Friday, March 30 – Rough Draft due……………………………………………..30 pts 
• Tuesday, April 4 – Final Drafts due………………………………………………50 pts 

   TOTAL: 150 pts 
 

A rubric for the completed project has been attached for your convenience. 


